THE KING STILES
request was not a novelty: it had frequently been made by Sir
Robert Walpole, and, through the influence of Queen Caroline,
granted.
The letter written on March lyth, 1772, merely congratulates
North on the success which had attended his * Whips.' The em-
ployment of ' Whips' in modern party government is so well
established that no one now bothers very much about the fact
that members' consciences are often strained in their loyalty to
party. The truth of the matter is that George had correctly
evaluated the political worth of the Opposition.
The uniform conduct of this disjointed opposition [he observed]
is a medley of absurdities which tends to nothing less than en-
couraging a contempt of the laws and of that subordination that
alone can preserve liberty, of which they pretend to be guardians.
Their criticism, except on rare occasions, was destructive: they
regularly employed obstructionists3 tactics: their language was
both immoderate and violent. There are times when one cannot
refrain from agreeing with George that even the great Chatham
was'nothing better than e a trumpet of sedition.' Walter Savage
Landor, who was no friend of George, was perhaps not so wide of
the mark when he said that the majority of the Members of
Parliament in this reign should have been * sent in a body to the
hulks!'
With a high sense of duty himself George expected to find it in
others. When the country was in danger—as it was in 1779 when
he wrote the letter of which a portion has been quoted above—
it was * criminal' for any true-born Englishman to shirk his duty:
it would have been, in George's view, a thousand times more
criminal to have condoned such neglect of duty from the Throne.
It was Benjamin Franklin who observed:
I can scarcely conceive a King of better dispositions, of more
exemplary virtues, or more truly desirous of promoting the welfare
of his subjects.
And those words were written at a time when George is said to
have been popularly regarded as the most relentless opponent of
the claims of the colonists!
Charged by his enemies with attempting to establish a system
o£ personal government during the period of North's Adminis-
tration it is strange to find George at that very time strenuously
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